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A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

Scholarship will support doctoral nursing candidates
The Kirkhof College of Nursing welcomed its
first doctoral students in August, and a
caring supporter is helping new students
take advantage of the program.
The Doctor of Nursing Practice will produce
candidates who have a blend of clinical,
organizational, finance and leadership skills to
enhance care delivery that will impact health
outcomes. Jean Martin, associate professor of
nursing, not only helped get the program off
the ground, but also created a scholarship for
doctoral candidates who are interested in child
and adolescent health issues. Martin signed
the scholarship papers on September 22.
President Thomas J. Haas said Martin’s
generosity not only supports students but it
supports Grand Valley’s position as a leader in
nursing education in West Michigan. Grand
Valley is the only university in the region to
offer a DNP program. The Martin Scholarship
provides support during an especially rigorous
course of study that takes two years for postmaster’s students to complete, and four or five
years for post-bachelor’s degree students.
Jaclynn Lubbers is the first recipient of
the Martin Scholarship and a member of
the DNP’s pioneer class. She said she is

grateful for Martin’s support,
both financially and as a mentor
for her nursing career.
As an undergraduate at Hope
College, Lubbers met Martin
through a clinical rotation and
became inspired to switch her
focus to pediatric nursing. Lubbers
earned a master’s degree in
nursing from Grand Valley in 2000
and taught as a clinical faculty
member. Returning to Grand
Valley for her doctoral degree
was the natural choice, she said.
“I chose Grand Valley because of the
tremendous faculty,” Lubbers said. “I
knew they would put together a top
quality program that would help me
take the next step professionally.”
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Jean Martin, center, talks with Linda Scott, professor of nursing,
at a reception September 22 in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences. Martin established a scholarship for doctoral nursing
candidates. At right is her husband, Sam Martin.

Martin, a native of Holland, Michigan, earned
a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the
University of Michigan, master’s degree
in maternal-child nursing from Boston
University, and doctoral degree from Rush
University in Chicago. In 2002, the Michigan
Chapter of the National Association of
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners named her

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner of the Year. She
began working at Grand Valley in 1995.
“I was impressed not only by how much
Grand Valley has grown in size, but also in
quality. It’s a place I really wanted to invest
in, and investing in the future of nursing
care is very important to me,” Martin said.

Across Campus
Library launches
sustainability guide
Grand Valley’s library is launching a new online
resource guide that will link users to journals
and news sites that contain information
about sustainability.
The new Green Library launched through the
Grand Valley Library Web site on September
25. It is accessible at www.gvsu.edu/library,
click on the “Library Guides” link. The project
was developed by Public Administration
graduate student Toni Jones and Colleen Lyon,
liaison librarian for liberal arts programs.
Grand Valley’s Sustainable Community
Development Initiative awarded $250 to fund
the project in March. Jones and Lyon created

the tool to fill the gap between the university
community and sustainability research
instruments. For its launch, the Green Library
highlights books, organizations, journals, and
news sites that contain information relating
to the Triple Bottom Line of sustainability
— a trio of factors that include social,
environmental and financial stability.
Users can leave comments on content with
suggestions for changes. Also, faculty and
staff members, and student organizations,
will have the opportunity to donate books.
“Depending on your background, sustainability
can mean something very different for
you,” Jones said. “Instead of searching the
mountain of information available on your
own, the Green Library centralizes it and
makes it available for the entire university.”

Stimulus funds help study
of nanotechnology
Grand Valley’s School of Engineering has been
awarded a $200,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation for support of a project
to help integrate nanotechnology into
undergraduate engineering and science
education. The project is under the direction of
professors Lihong (Heidi) Jiao and Nael A.
Barakat.
Nanotechnology — which works with materials
that are so tiny as to not be visible to the human
eye — is increasingly significant, Jiao said. It is
used in more than 800 products on the
market, she said.

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

To be considered for the designation, an institution must:

“It is so important to society. It’s used in medicine, cosmetics,
photovoltaic cells and electronics. It’s everywhere,” Jiao said. “We need
to teach our students before they graduate how to work with
nanotechnology and how to work with nanoscience.

• Be an accredited, four year institution;
• Offer full residential facilities;
• Have an entering freshman class in the fall of 2008 with a high
school GPA and/or SAT/ACT equal to or above the national average for
entering college freshmen;
• Out-of-state tuition in 2009-2010 below the national average or not
exceeding the national average cost by more than 10 percent.

Jiao said the grant will help develop a two-course sequence, which will
serve as the core of the program. One course will teach the fundamentals
of nanotechnology, and the other will teach advanced nanosystem
engineering. It will also help provide summer research and senior-level
projects, as well as educational opportunities for K-12 students and
educators.
The award, funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009, is effective January 1 and expires December 31, 2011.

More H1N1 bookmarks available

The average GPA for incoming freshmen at Grand Valley for fall 2008 was
3.53, compared to the national average of 3.30, according to Institutional
Research. The average ACT score for incoming freshmen at Grand
Valley for fall 2008 was 24, compared to the national average of 23.

Retiree reception

Recently, each campus department received a small supply of bookmarks
about the H1N1 flu and tips on how to stay healthy. Departments can
request more bookmarks by sending an e-mail to forum@gvsu.edu.
Information about H1N1 will continue to be posted online at
www.gvsu.edu/emergency.

Grand Valley named ‘Best College
Buy’ for 14 straight years
For the 14th year in a row, Grand Valley has been named one of America’s
100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation, Inc.
in Georgia.
Each year, Institutional Research identifies the 100 American colleges and
universities providing students the very highest quality education at the
lowest cost. Grand Valley has made the list far more times than any other
Michigan institution; authors of the report say it is because of Grand
Valley’s high academic performance coupled with its low cost. Hillsdale
and Calvin colleges were the only other Michigan schools to make the list.
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GVSU retirees are pictured with President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers,
front row center, a reception hosted by University Development at the
Alumni House on September 23. President Thomas J. Haas provided
an update on the Shaping Our Future campaign and Lubbers talked
about the growth of the Meijer Honors College.

GVFaces
MarcQus Wright,
assistant director
of housing
Originally from Illinois, MarcQus Wright has
worked at Grand Valley for more than five
years. He previously served as apartment
director for Housing at Grand Valley, and
managed administrative, programming and
judicial needs for about 400 students.
Last August, Wright was named assistant
director of Camps, Conferences and Guest
Housing. His duties range from facilitating
housing for university guests, visiting students
and faculty, hiring camp and conference
assistants, organizing summer camps and
maintaining the department Web site.
“My job consists of working closely with other
departments,” Wright said. “I really enjoy it
because I am constantly meeting new people
all the time.”
The busiest time for Wright will be the

summer months, when he
will be busy organizing
summer camps. Last
year there were more
than 50 summer camps
at Grand Valley, offering
everything from science
to sports. He said the
most common camp
participants are high
school students.
MarcQus Wright

“One of the best things
about this job is giving
future Grand Valley students the opportunity
to see the campus during summer camps, and
being able to market Grand Valley as a
premiere institution,” said Wright.
After graduating from Illinois State University
with a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and a master’s degree in
training and development, Wright moved to
Michigan where he lives with his wife and
their 13-month-old daughter.
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What’s Ahead
Tobacco cessation
classes to start

Memorial service
set for Wilson

Health and Wellness is hosting a series of
tobacco cessation classes beginning on
Tuesday, September 29, and continuing
through November 13.

A campus memorial service to celebrate the
life of Oliver Wilson, dean of Multicultural
Affairs, is scheduled for noon on Friday,
October 2, in the Kirkhof Center, Grand
River Room.

“Tobacco Free For Good” is open at no charge
to faculty and staff members, students and
the public. Classes will be held in the Kirkhof
Center and run from 6-8 p.m. Sessions will
cover nicotine addiction, stress management,
weight control and fitness and recreation.
The classes are sponsored by Health and
Wellness, Campus Recreation, Tobacco Free
Partners, and Zeeland Community Hospital.
To register, call (616) 975-0123 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click
on “Upcoming Events.”

Fall Arts Celebration
brings Poetry Night
The Fall Arts Celebration continues with
Poetry Night, an evening celebrating language,
humor, and the
performance of poetry
with two award-winning
poets, Tony Hoagland
and Patricia Smith.
Poetry Night will be held
on Thursday, October 1,
at 7 p.m. in the Eberhard
Center. A reception and
book signing will be
held lobby immediately
following the program;
the event is free and
open to the public.

Tony Hoagland

“Publisher’s Weekly refers
to Hoagland as one
of the smarter, and funnier
poets of his generation,”
said Grand Valley’s Poetin-Residence Patricia
Clark, coordinator of
this event. “And Smith is a Patricia Smith
lively and vibrant
poet who frequently
performs with musicians, dancers, and
filmmakers.”
Hoagland currently teaches in the poetry
program at the University of Houston. He is
the author of three volumes of poetry
including, What Narcissism Means to Me,
as well as a collection of essays about poetry,
Real Sofistakashun, all by Graywolf Press.
He is the winner of the 2005 O.B. Hardison
Jr. Prize, awarded by the Folger Shakespeare
Library. He also received the 2005
Mark Twain Award given by the Poetry
Foundation in recognition of the poet’s
contribution to humor in American poetry.
Smith was inducted into the National
Literary Hall of Fame for Writers of African
Descent in 2006. Her most recent book,
Blood Dazzler, chronicles the devastation
wreaked by Hurricane Katrina. Another book,
Teahouse of the Almighty, was a National
Poetry Series selection and winner of the
first Hurston/Wright Award in Poetry.
For information on additional Fall Arts
Celebration events, call x12180, or visit
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts .

The service will include music by the Voices
of GVSU and remarks by President Thomas J.
Haas, Dean of Students Bart Merkle, and
other colleagues. Members of Alpha Phi Alpha
will also perform. A reception will follow
in the Pere Marquette Room.
Wilson died on August 31 after a battle with
cancer. He served as dean of OMA for six
years; prior to that he served as associate
director of admissions.

V-Day campaign seeks
faculty and staff directors
The V-Day Campaign student chairs are
searching for faculty and staff members who
would like to help direct the ninth annual
production of the “Vagina Monologues”
in February.
Interested individuals should have some
theater experience and can be members of
the Grand Rapids or Allendale community.
Applications are available in the Women’s
Center, Kirkhof Center, room 1201. More
than 70 students, faculty and staff members
were involved in the 2009 production of the
“Vagina Monologues.” For more information,
contact Azra Grudic, publicity chair, at
(616) 706-8253 or agrudic@gmail.com .

Family Weekend
offers host of events
Several new events have been added to
the line-up for Grand Valley’s Family
Weekend, which runs October 2-4. The
weekend kicks off Friday evening with
“Grand Valley’s Got Talent,” featuring
performers ranging from a national
championship yo-yo artist to salsa dancers.
On Saturday, Samples of Salsa offers artwork,
handcrafted jewelry and authentic Hispanic
food, in conjunction with Hispanic Heritage
Month. Other events include a 5k walk/run,
Farmers Market and a Habitat for Humanity
lost and found sale. For more information,
visit www.gvsu.edu/familyweekend .

London guest to
direct Grand Valley’s
‘Romeo & Juliet’
London’s Chris Hayes is guest director of
Grand Valley’s production of “Romeo and
Juliet.” The play is just one element of the
annual Shakespeare Festival, now celebrating
its 16th year.
Performances are scheduled October 2-11,
at the Louis Armstrong Theatre, in the
Performing Arts Center.
Hayes has enjoyed an international career as
a theater director for more than 40 years and
has more than 200 productions to his credit.
He directed the U.K. premiere of Harper Lee’s
“To Kill a Mockingbird,” in the early 1990s,

working
with a mixed
American
and English
cast. That
led to the
establishment
of London
Theatre
Exchange,
with a group
of colleagues,
to promote
international
productions,
new writing,
and crosscultural
training.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Sean Kelley, left, and Anna Walters
play Romeo and Juliet in the
Shakespeare Festival production.
Performances begin on Friday.

In August,
Hayes came
to campus
for auditions
and workshops with Grand Valley students.
He said they covered practical aspects such
as “tasting the language of Shakespeare.”

“It’s akin to singing a musical. You don’t use
your every day voice; you sound the words
in a different sort of way,” he said. “You have
to do the same with any theater, but especially
Shakespeare, and to do it in a way that seems
natural.”
Though not a modern adaptation, this
production resonates with today’s audience
as a play about a society at war, a couple
in love, and the affect they have on the
war and the war has on them. The set was
designed with Hayes and John Despres,
over a period of three months, via Internet
discussions on Skype. “We had never met
before doing that,” said Hayes. “It was a
strange way to do it, but it worked. He’d hold
up sketches and we could see each other.
In the end it was a great collaboration.”
All actors in this production are Grand
Valley students. Sean Kelley plays Romeo
and Juliet is played by Anna Walters.
Stage manager Ronda Lehan is a Grand
Valley graduate. Pre-show discussions
will precede the evening performances
on October 2, 3, and 10. Beginning at 6:45
p.m., Jo Miller, production dramaturg and
Grand Valley associate professor of English,
will speak in the Van Solkema Recital
Hall of the Performing Arts Center.
Ticket prices are $6-14. For more information
about performances, tickets, or additional
Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival events,
call x13066, or visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes .

New session of Weight
Watchers slated for CHS
A new 12-week session of Weight Watchers
at Work will begin on October 7 at the
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences.
Cost to register is $144; a $50 reimbursement
is offered at the successful completion of
the series for benefit-eligible faculty and
staff members. People who wish to enroll
should RVSP by sending an e-mail by
Friday, October 2, to Lindsey DesArmo at
desarmli@gvsu.edu , or calling x12215.
More details are posted on the Health and
Wellness Web site; visit www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness and click on “Wellness.”
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 28
Noon: Work Life Connections Alzheimer’s
Support Group. 2242 KC. Call x12215 for
more information.
7 p.m.: Regional Math and Science Center
hosts “Hot Topics in Human Genetics,” by
Sam Rhine. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x12267 for more information.

www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
3 p.m.: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center presents “How is it Going?
Gathering Informal Feedback at MidSemester,” by Christine Rener. 2259 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event:
“Latinos in a U.S. Society Used to a BlackWhite Paradigm,” by Enrique E. Figueroa.
Grand River Room, KC. Call x12177 for
more information.

Thurs., Oct. 1
Tues., Sept. 29
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series: “West Michigan, Meet the World:
Understanding and Talking with your
International Co-Workers.” 2215 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/seminar for information.
Noon: Women’s Center Support Group: What
Mommies Do Best. 1201 KC. Call x12748
for more information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 2264
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
5:30 p.m.: Family Fun Night. FH. Call x12748
for more information.

Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

Sat., Oct. 3
2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival
Performance. “Romeo and Juliet.” LAT,
PAC.

Sun., Oct. 4
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC.

Mon., Oct. 5
1 p.m.: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center Workshop. “Crafting Peer Sessions
and Providing Teacher Feedback.” 2259
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more
information.
4 p.m.: Music Concert: Giuseppe Pelli and
Stefano Ragni, pianists. Sherman Van
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484
for more information.

Wed., Sept. 30

7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event: Poetry
Night with Tony Hoagland and Patricia
Smith. EC. Call x12180 for information.

Sports

10 a.m.: GVSU Farmers Market. Parking Lot
F. Call x12215 for more information.

Fri., Oct. 2

Fri., Oct. 2

Noon: Campus Memorial Service for Oliver
Wilson. Grand River Room, KC. Reception
to follow.

3 p.m.: Tennis hosts Wayne State University.

Noon: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center Workshop: “How is it Going?
Gathering Informal Feedback at MidSemester,” by Christine Rener. 302E DEV.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: The Merling Trio.
CDC. Call x13484 for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC. Call
x13066 for more information.
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series: Jonathan
Nichol, saxophone. Sherman Van Solkema

Sat., Oct. 3
11 a.m.: Tennis hosts University of Findlay.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Tiffin University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for a
story about the center’s “Rushmore Live” event.

Sketches
William Crawley, associate dean of the College
of Community and Public Service, and Debra
Ross, associate professor of criminal justice,
received a grant from the U.S. Department
of Justice for the Central City Weed and
Seed Site funded through the Community
Capacity Development Office.
Ryan A. Thum, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, received a grant
from the National Science Foundation for

a project, “MRI: Acquisition of an Automated
Genetic Analyzer for Interdisciplinary Research
and Teaching.”

Child Learning Experiences Using Clinical
Simulation,” published in the Journal of
Obstetric/Gynecologic and Neonatal Nursing.

Rick Albrecht, associate professor of
movement science, gave a presentation,
“Setting Goals That Will Reduce Anxiety,
Enhance Motivation, and Improve Athletic
Performance,” at the Third Annual Strength
and Conditioning Clinic at Reeths-Puffer High
School in Muskegon.

Nancy Schoofs, associate professor of nursing,
completed the training to be a site visitor
and reviewer for the Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education.

The Chemistry Department received a
Michigan Green Chemistry Governor’s Award
for the project “Green Chemistry Integration in
the University Curriculum.” A ceremony was
held at the Detroit Institute of Arts.
Kirkhof College of Nursing faculty members
Deborah Bambini and Joy Washburn
co-wrote an article, “Constructing Maternal-

Akalu Tefera, associate professor of
mathematics, gave presentations,
“Computerized Proof Techniques,” at Addis
Ababa University in Ethiopia.
Feryal Alayont, assistant professor of
mathematics, gave a presentation, “Simulating
a Research Experience in a Discrete
Mathematics Course,” at the meeting of
the Michigan section of the Mathematical
Association of America held in Mt. Pleasant.

